60. THE GENESIS OF THE 'GANDHI' CAP
One day, I asked Bapu: "What made you prefer
the cap we now call the 'Gandhi cap' to all other forms
of head-gear?" "Well," replied Bapu, "I considered
carefully all the caps and head-coverings which obtain
in the various provinces of Bharat. I bore in mind the
fact that this is a hot country, and therefore, our heads
need to be kept covered. The Bengalis and some South
Bharati Brahmins go bare-headed, of course, but, as a
rule, Bharatis always wear something or other on their
heads. The Punjabi phenta (turban) looks fine, but it
takes up too much cloth. The pugree is a dirty thing. It
goes on absorbing perspiration, but does not show it,
and so seldom gets washed. Our Gujarati conical Banga-
lore caps look hideous to me. The Maharashtrian Hun-
garian caps are a little better, but then they are made
of felt. As for the U. P. and Bihari caps, they are so
thin and useless that they can hardly be considered caps
at all! They are not even becoming. So, thinking over
all these various types of head-gear, I came to the con-
clusion that the Kashmiri cap was the best. It is light
as well as elegant; it is easy to make; it can be folded,
which makes it easily portable. One can put it in one's
pocket, or pack it comfortably in one's trunk. The
Kashmiri cap is made of wool. I thought it should be
made of cotton cloth. Having thus chosen the form, I
then began to consider the colour. Which colour would
be most suitable for a cap? Not a single colour appealed
to me. So I fixed upon white. White shows up dirt and
grease, so white caps would have to be frequently washed.
(A great recommendation!) Also, white cloth is easily
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